102nd Year, Number 135

New lberia, Lou:stana,

2/ Friday, June 23, 1995

32 Pages-3 Sections - 50* _

Ethics panel fines Sea Shell for work under Romero

By BRUCE MURRAY
Staff writer

The state Board of Ethics for Elected
Officials on Thursday voted unanim-
ously to impose a $15,000 fine against
Sea Shell Inc. for entering into con-
tracts with Iberia Parish while Craig
Romero was parish president.

The board ruled that because Sea
Shell is owned by Romero’s siblings,

tingent upon future compliance. The
board also consented to a request by
Sea Shell President Lynn Romero to
pay the fine in three installments.
BOARD ATTORNEY Pat Douglas

said that the burden’of penalty is on’

the family company rather than the
parish because state law prohibits a
corporation owned by family members
of a public servant from bidding or en-
tering into a contract W1th the political
entity.

tract for the cleanup of Hurricane
Andrew.

Craig Romero told The Daily Iberian
that at the time the parish had to
adopt emergency purchasing orders to
get the parish dug out of the debris
from the hurricane.

“What happened when the storm

‘came is we hired anybody and every-

body who was able to move debris and
trees,” he said. “It was a bad situation,
and we didn’t think tw1ce about putting

Board of Ethics for selling material to
the parish from 1981-1986 — times
during which both Craig Romero and
his father, the late Francis Romero,
served as parish president.

Subsequent to the hearing, the board
concluded that Sea Shell had violated
the state code of ethics and barred the
company from doing any more business
with the parish as long as immediate
members of the Romero family re-
mained in elected positions with the

the contracts with the parish under his D parish.
administration violated the ethics code. The board cited conﬂlcts in three dif- people to work. Sea Shell appealed, but the C
ea Shell appealed, but the Court of
- In Thursday’s decree, the board sus- ferent deals between'the parlsh and IN 1986 SEA SI{EI‘I‘ WBS the sub- S ETHICS, P 8)
Romero pended 35,000 of the $15,000 fine, con- Sea Shell, 1nclud1nga$176 478 con- ject of a public hearlng before the (See » Fage
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